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SAVE THE DATE

WSDCF Grant Assists New BHSU Newman Center

Bishop’s Fishing

Bishop’s Golf

Bishop’s

Tournament

Classic

Hunt

June 10, 2017

August 14, 2017

October 3-4, 2017

Black Hills State University senior Jack Nelson won’t get to wor-

Survey . Between 2007 and 2014, the percentage of Americans who

ship regularly in the new BHSU Newman Center himself, but he be-

describe themselves as atheist, agnostic or “nothing” jumped from 16

lieves many of the other 700 Catholic students at BHSU will have a

percent to nearly 23 percent of the U.S. population.

better chance of remaining active, practicing Catholics because of it.

The “nones” trend is especially pronounced among young adults,

“The location will draw people. It makes it easier to get to the

so Msgr. Woster, pastor at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Spearfish,

Newman Center and to live their Catholic faith,” Nelson said. “It’s so

knows having a strong Catholic presence on campus in the form of a

accessible to campus. And it’s hard to drive by something so beautiful

highly visible Newman Center is essential to stopping that exodus of

without stopping in to experience it.”

college students from the Catholic Church. “These statistics show the
urgent need to engage young people, aged 18-24, and one of the key

Construction of the $3.75 million Newman Center begins in March
on

Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation
PO Box 678
Rapid City, SD 57709-0678

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

the

BHSU

campus.

Last

places to do this is where many of them spend the majority of their
time: College campuses,” Msgr. Woster said.

month, a $20,000

The new, three-story Newman Center replaces a small, renovat-

grant was award-

ed house with a basement chapel that seats 15 people. Between 75-

ed by the Western

100 students take advantage of the current center located near St.

South

Dakota

Joseph Catholic Church about a mile from BHSU. The new building is

Catholic Founda-

expected to double and even triple that number, as more programs,

tion for the pro-

activities and services can be offered in a larger, more accessible

ject.

facility.
“It opens more doors for the people who are curious about the
church or who have had no experience of religion,” said Nelson, an
Omaha, Neb., native and president of the BHSU Newman Center who
graduates with a tourism and hospitality management degree in May.
“It’s just phenomenal, how blessed we are by people in this diocese
giving to the Newman Center. I want to express the students’ gratitude
to Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation for the grant.”
Bishop Robert Gruss, who asked
the leadership at St. Joseph’s Church
to undertake the campaign, said it’s
Financial support from the WSDCF is important, according to

wonderful that the ground-breaking is

Msgr. Michael Woster, since studies show that up to 75 percent of

soon to take place. “I congratulate the

young adults abandon the Catholic Church after high school gradua-

campaign team and express my grati-

tion. The fastest growing religious demographic in the United States

tude for the hard work that is bringing

right now are “Nones” -- people who claim no religious affiliation, ac-

this critical project to reality.”

cording to the Pew Research Center’s 2014 Religious Landscape
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WSDCF 15th Annual Meeting

Koskinen Launches Tax-Filing Season

Nearly 30 Board members were in attendance at the Annual Meet-

nificant progress

ing held December 13, 2016, at Terra Sancta. The WSDCF continues

and we expect

its unwavering support for its mission of promoting and strengthening

implementation

the Catholic Church in Western South Dakota.

plans to be com-

Grant funds totaling $934,665 were awarded to the following minis-

pleted

during

tries: Cheyenne River Ministries, Office of Vocations, Priests Retire-

2017 as we posi-

ment and Aid Association, Casa Maria Retirement Home, Sioux Spiritu-

tion our Founda-

al Center, RC Catholic School System, Cathedral St. Vincent de Paul

tion

Society, Catholic Social Services, Diocese of Rapid City Operations,

success.

for

future

Center, Cathedral Newman Center, St. Michael’s – Hermosa, and St.

on January 5, 2017 and officially launched the tax-filing season.
Koskinen emphasized, "This tax season, it is more important than ever

to file electronically and request direct deposit to your bank ac-

Jane Farrell, Hot Springs
Rev. Tony Grossenburg, Lemmon

to plan ahead."

count. Over 80% of refund filers used direct deposit last year. A

He highlighted a number of changes that will affect the anticipated

John Lemke, Lantry
Margaret Lindskov, Isabel

those returns to be filed electronically. He also mentioned the 111 mil-

gives three extra days. Because April 15 is on a Saturday and

lion tax refunds last year. About 73% of returns requested a refund,

Emancipation Day is a legal holiday in the District of Columbia, tax

with an average IRS payment of $2,857.

returns are due on Tuesday, April 18, 2017.

Koskinen discussed major changes in seven specific tax-filing

answer taxpayer questions. The phone support improved from 37% of

Please consider becoming a member of the CHS by making a deferred gift to

information on your refund status. The IRS telephone support

calls being answered in 2015 to 72% in 2016. Koskinen believes the

the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation. Masses are offered each year

group, CPAs and other tax professionals will all have the same

IRS will have even better taxpayer service in 2017.

CITY

DATE

TIME

St. John the Evangelist

Ft. Pierre

2/1/2017

7:00:00 AM

St. Mary

Lemmon

March

TBD

committee. A lengthy discussion on the Envisioning our Future

Our Lady of the Black Hills

Piedmont

4/6/2017

8:00:00 AM

Task Force was led by President, Monsignor Woster. The three

St. Patrick

Wall

6/4/2017

NOON

subcommittees: Public Relations; Visibility, Communications, and

St. Ambrose

Deadwood

7/1/2017

6:00:00 PM

Marketing (led by Fr. Timothy Castor), Objectives and Proposed

St. Anthony of Padua

Hot Springs

8/13/2017

10:30:00 AM

St. Martin of Tours

Murdo

9/16/2017

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart

Martin

October

Strategies (led by Jane Farrell), and Board structure, committee
structure, and bylaws (led by Pat Goetzinger) are all making sig-

26 Continuous Years of Service

Editor's Note: Commissioner Koskinen hopes for better taxpayer ser-

Where's My Refund – The www.irs.gov website will show the best

2017 Mass Schedule

Investment Committee, and Pat Goetzinger, chair of the finance

Filing Date – Koskinen reminded everyone the filing date this year

1.

CATHOLIC HERITAGE SOCIETY

Diocese in support of Native American needs throughout the Dio-

Presentations were made by Greg Schweiss, chair of the

3.

vice this year. The IRS has hired 1,000 new phone support staff to

for the deceased members of the Catholic Heritage Society

mendation to renew the terms of 10 Board members.

paper check may delay the refund by several weeks.

153 million taxpayers who file tax returns. The IRS expects 80% of

needs of those ministries will be met through a gift given to the
cese. The Board approved the nominating committee’s recom-

Speed Up Refunds – The best way to receive a prompt refund is

areas.

Those grants not approved by the foundation included: St.
However, the

2.

Rev. Timothy Hoag, Wall
Timothy Johns, Lead

Anthony’s – Hot Springs.

McLaughlin, and the Tekakwitha Conference.

information that you do using Where's My Refund.

Rev. Timothy Castor, Sturgis
Doug Doll, Reva

Richard Rangel, Rapid City
Greg Schweiss, Rapid City

Diocese of Rapid City Terra Sancta Retreat Center, BHSU Newman

Francis Mission, Red Cloud Indian School, St. Bernard –

IRS Commissioner John Koskinen held a public media conference

Renewing Board Members

PARISH

Kovarik and the diocese were both blessed
by the long partnership.
“I enjoyed being on it, enjoyed the wonderful
people I met and the good work they were doing. I just felt blessed to be able to do it,” Kovarik said. “I was the one
who was lucky to get to do it.”
When asked to join a small advisory committee for the diocesan
development office back in 1991, Kovarik said her motivation was simple. “Bishop Chaput – who we all loved – asked me to. He’s such a
great man. Anything he asked, we were happy to do.”
That initial group evolved into today’s 48-person WSDCF board.
The endowment fund she helped launch has grown from $4 million to
nearly $20 million.
Establishing a well-funded endowment to safeguard the financial
stability of the diocese for future generations of Catholics is something
about which Kovarik and her late husband, Richard, felt strongly. The
WSDCF is a beneficiary in their will, and she hopes more Catholics

As 153 million American taxpayers start the filing season, the Service published tax filing tips in IR-2017-1. While the IRS opens up filing on
January 23, you may prepare your electronic returns before then. Your tax software company will submit the return on January 23.
IRS Tip: Filing Help – The Volunteer Income Taxpayer Assistance (VITA) program or the Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) program
may provide free assistance. Go to www.irs.gov and search for "free tax prep."

“All Good Giving and Every Perfect Gift* is from Above
James 1:17 begins with a passage many of us recognize, “All

attended if this tournament if they lived elsewhere.

good giving and every perfect gift* is from above. Sometimes we skip

6:00:00 PM

Another benefit of playing in Minnesota was the people. Although

over the many blessings we are given and we dwell on the problems

TBD

fans from all over the U.S. and even Europe attended, the term

or challenges with which we are faced on a daily or hourly basis. This

“Minnesota nice” was very appropriate during the Ryder Cup.

9:00:00 AM

is unfortunate and mostly counterproductive. However, there are

seems we could engage in conversations with all kinds of folks, but

times we experience blessings that are hard to ignore. This could be

the Minnesotans were exceptionally open and friendly. I am blessed

choose to do the same.

a new child (or grandchild), the opportunity to help someone in need,

to live in the Midwest.

“I do encourage people to leave the foundation in their will. A lot of
people like knowing that their money, their contribution will go on, as
long as the endowment is there,” she said.

your neighbor’s snow blower, or attending a golf tournament.

St. Francis

Before her resignation this year at age 84,
Marge Kovarik spent 26 continuous years serving on the Western South Dakota Catholic
Foundation board and its predecessor committee.

IRS Publishes 2017 Tax-Filing Tips

Sturgis

11/12/2017

She’s seen the diocese’s budget grow and change over the years, but
one thing remains constant.
“We’ve always needed money. There’s nothing new under the sun
about that, that’s for sure.”
The Kovariks, both lifelong Catholics, met in Omaha while Marge
was in nursing school and Richard was finishing his medical residency.
“We met in church, actually. I felt very fortunate to meet my husband,
because we had a good marriage. Sixty years together. The good Lord
smiled on us.”
They moved to Rapid City in 1959, raising a family of five children in
the Catholic school system, including their youngest son, the late Rev.
Peter Kovarik, who died tragically in a plane crash in 2014, just six
weeks before her husband’s death.

The competition was fierce and it was obvious the players were

Attending a golf tournament? On the surface this doesn’t sound

more interested in winning for their country than they might have been

like a significant blessing, but let me explain. Last October I had the

excited about winning golf tournaments for themselves, like in a U.S.

privilege of attending the Ryder Cup. This is a golf tournament with

or British Open. The blessing of competition and patriotic pride was

the very best players from the U.S. and Europe competing for their

very evident and the chants of USA! USA! USA! reverberated

respective countries in a team format. There are grander, more well-

throughout the golf course as the U.S. won for the first time in eight

known events in the sporting world. For instance the Super Bowl is

years.

being played on February 5th this year and I’m guessing the fan interest and corresponding advertising revenue will make the Ryder Cup’s
activities pale in comparison. But for drama, stress, passion and patriotism compacted into three tense days, nothing beats the Ryder
Cup.

God gave us weather which could not have better. Three days of
sunshine, 70 degree weather, and calm winds. Certainly this was a
blessing from above. It was perfect and I don’t recall ever seeing anything like it. I try to think about this weather a lot, especially in December and January.

The Ryder Cup is played every other year with sites alternating
between Europe and the U.S. The 2016 event was played at Hazel-

Her faith keeps Kovarik hopeful about all things, however, including
the future of the Catholic Church in western South Dakota.

tine National Golf Course in Chaska, Minnesota. For a lot of reasons

“God said he’d be with us until the end of time. And so he will. He’s
certainly been a wonderful consolation to me.”

area. Last fall it was a special blessing because I would have never

2

It

it’s a blessing to have all three of our children living in the Twin Cities

The Ryder Cup. Certainly another one of those blessings which
was a perfect gift. The Lord has been good to all of us in many ways.
Some of those blessings are more memorable than others and it’s not
much of an exaggeration to call these blessings a perfect give from
above. Thanks be to God!
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