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WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA CATHOLIC FOUNDATION
Sioux Spiritual Center: A Place to Meet with God—Awarded Grant Funds by the WSDCF
“Individual acts of spiritual decision
can transform the world, for good or
for ill. In some sense, the entire
mission of the Church depends on
people laying their choices before
God, and desiring his will. The Sioux
Spiritual Center exists to support
people to go to the inner places of
their hearts, where they can make
an "individual act of spiritual
decision" -- where they can have a
conversion of heart. As we make
ourselves available to the Holy Spirit,
He is able to speak with us, and to
direct our steps.

In FY2019, WSDCF awarded the center
$25,000 in grant funds for operating
costs, equipment and renovations.

Carole Brown, Director of the Sioux Spiritual Center

Among the many activities that happen at
the Sioux Spiritual Center each year are several 12-Step
Recovery Retreats specifically for Native people. It is also home
to the Canku Wakan Retreat, which is an
inculturated form of Cursillo. Recently, a
group of leaders from around the diocese
who work in Native ministry settings
started coming together regularly for
fellowship and shared learning. This
summer, the center will host the Basic
Directions Institute, which is a week of
orientation for personnel who are just
beginning to work in Native ministry
settings.

Retreats have long been a way of seeking clarity from God.
He sees the big picture. He knows
what you've been through, and He
knows what's around the next
corner. He knows the way forward.
He's got a plan for you.
Bishop’s Golf Classic 2018
(l-r): Mario Rangel, Bishop Gruss,
and Richard Rangel
© West River Catholic/ Becky Berreth

Bishop’s Hunt 2018
Back Row (l-r): Tim Henderson, Kevin Morsching,
Larry Smith, Tony Berendse, Mark Schlichte.
Front Row (l-r): Rev. Mark McCormick, Kim Sarver,
Rev. Brian Lane, Bishop Gruss, Terry Sewell, Matt
Faden.

Bishop’s Fishing Tournament 2018
© West River Catholic/ Becky Berreth
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Carole Brown is an experienced spiritual
director, with a particular love for Ignatian
spirituality and charismatic renewal. She
earned a doctorate in systematic
theology and a diploma in Christian
Spirituality from the Milltown Institute at
the University of Ireland. Brown, a
native of Faith, S.D., is the daughter of
Deacon Larry and Val Brown.

The Sioux Spiritual Center is a
wonderful place to go off the grid
and meet with God. The rugged
beauty of its setting is well suited for
a time of listening for God’s voice.”
Carole Brown

Besides these offerings, there are plans
The Sioux Spiritual Center made a
to develop new uses for the center,
fresh start when Carole Brown,
St.
Kateri
Tekakwitha,
Lily
of
the
Mohawks:
such as various configurations of the
Ph.D., joined the diocesan team as
Sculpture at Sioux Spiritual Center
Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius,
Director of the center in May of
Life
in
the
Spirit
retreats,
Rachael’s Vineyard retreats, Cursillo,
2018. Under Brown’s leadership, the center continues its
and TEC (Teens Encounter Christ.)
mission to serve the spiritual needs of Native American
Catholics and now, for the first time, it is also open to nonIt is hoped that the Sioux Spiritual Center will be
Native groups. This opens up many new possibilities for the
discovered for the prize that it is. It takes awhile to get there, but
Diocese of Rapid City’s retreat ministry, which is supported
it’s worth it when you do!
by the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation.
For more information, please check out our Facebook page
or visit: www.siouxspiritualcenter.org
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Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation Awarded More Than $1.3 million to Catholic Ministries for 2019
The Western South Dakota
Catholic Foundation (WSDCF)
awarded more than $1.3 million to
Catholic ministries for 2019 during
its annual meeting on November
29th at Terra Sancta. Foundation
Executive Director Tim Henderson
reported on changes recently
initiated in the structure of his office
and job responsibilities. Mr.
Henderson formerly served the
diocese as its director of
development while simultaneously
devoting efforts to the WSDCF as its
executive director. The diocese
made a concerted effort to increase
its capacity in the development
area, growing the director of
Tony Berendse (left)
development’s
efforts from
and Monsignor Woster
approximately 50 percent to 100
percent. Todd Tobin accepted the position effective November
1, 2018, allowing Mr. Henderson to accept the position of the
WSDCF’s Executive Director, at an expanded 80 percent level
of effort.

Monsignor Woster presented the Nominating Committee report.
The members of the Board of Directors were appointed to repeat
their one-year terms for a new period beginning January 1,
2019. It is anticipated that one or two members will be resigning
from the Board during the upcoming year, so Board members
were asked to seek out possible replacements, especially in
Deanery 3 (Midland, Milesville, Philip, Wall, Kadoka, Wanblee,
Martin, Pine Ridge, Kyle,) which has become unrepresented on
the Foundation Board.
The other significant action of the Nominating Committee was to
approve Tony Berendse as president of the Board. Monsignor
Woster switched officer positions with Berendse and became
vice-president effective January 1, 2019. Monsignor Michael
has been a great asset for the WSDCF and has led it through
discussions and actions that position it well for the future. He
will still be available for insights and guidance as Mr. Berendse
works with Mr. Henderson and the Board to continue the
progress made by the WSDCF
Before leading the group in a closing prayer, Bishop Gruss
expressed his sincere thanks for everything the Western South
Dakota Catholic Foundation has and will accomplish as it
continues to play a major role for the Diocese in carrying out its
mission.

“I’m excited about the extra amount of effort that I am now able
to devote to the WSDCF,” Henderson said. Jill Potter was hired
as the new Administrative Assistant for the WSDCF which has
relocated to new offices at 10 E. Mall Dr. in the lower level of
Berendse & Son’s Painting. Henderson thanked Tony Berendse
for his hospitality and for donating the great new office space at
no charge.

PLANNED GIVING STRATEGIES

Joanne and her late husband Hal had been longtime supporters
of the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation. Recently,
Joanne's children encouraged her to update her estate plan.
Joanne thought that was a great idea. In fact, she had been
thinking about meeting with her attorney to discuss how she
could make a significant gift to support our work.

Foundation as the primary beneficiary of my IRA and mailed it
back to the custodian. I called the Western South Dakota
Catholic Foundation to tell them about my gift, and they were
very touched. I know Hal would be happy too. Best of all, I can
continue to use my IRA for as long as I live, and when I pass
away, my IRA will go to charity.

Joanne: Hal and I were passionate about the Western South
Dakota Catholic Foundation's mission. After Hal passed away, I
wanted to make a gift that would honor his memory.

Is a beneficiary designation gift right
for you?

When she met with her attorney, Joanne explained her goals
and described her assets. She'd inherited Hal's IRA, which when
combined with her own, would provide her with the necessary
retirement security she needed. She even had enough to allow
her to take regular vacations and splurge on gifts for the
grandkids.
Joanne: I had originally thought about leaving my IRA to our
kids and other assets to charity. My attorney suggested a
different strategy and told me that an IRA is a great gift to leave
to charity. He explained that if my kids inherited the IRA, my
estate would pay estate taxes and my kids would pay income tax
on the IRA. But, by giving the IRA to charity and other assets to
my kids, the kids will still receive a nice inheritance, and we
avoid income and estate estate taxes entirely!
Joanne: Making a gift of my IRA was easy! I contacted my IRA
custodian, who emailed me an IRA beneficiary designation form.
I completed the form, named the Western South Dakota Catholic

Executive Board Members

The Board of Directors approved the award of $1,334,694 in
grant funds as recommended by the Distribution Committee.
These awards were made for important Catholic ministries
across the Diocese based on grant proposals submitted by Casa
Maria Retirement Home, Catholic Social Services, Cheyenne
River Ministries, Office of Vocations, Priest Retirement & Aid
Association, RC Catholic School System, Sioux Spiritual Center,
St. Vincent de Paul Society – OLBH, St. Vincent de Paul Society
– OLPH, Standing Rock Reservation Ministry, Diocese of Rapid
City, Newman Center – BHSU, Newman Center – OLPH, Terra
Sancta Retreat Center, Red Cloud Indian School, Our Lady of
the Black Hills Church – Piedmont, and St. Joseph’s Church –
Spearfish. “It is truly a blessing for the Western South Dakota
Catholic Foundation to grant these critical resources to the
Diocesan ministries on behalf of its donors”, Henderson said.
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Tom Ackerman

RAPID CITY - OLPH Cathedral

Tony Berendse (P)

RAPID CITY - St. Therese

Dodie Brown

RAPID CITY - Blessed Sacrament

Patrick Goetzinger

RAPID CITY - OLPH Cathedral

Bishop Gruss

RAPID CITY - OLPH Cathedral

Bonnie Hilt (S)

RAPID CITY - OLPH Cathedral

Fr. Timothy Hoag

RAPID CITY - Blessed Sacrament

Jim Hulm

TIMBER LAKE - Holy Cross

Timothy Johns

LEAD - St. Patrick

Harvey Krautschun (T)

SPEARFISH - St. Joseph

Greg Schweiss

RAPID CITY - Blessed Sacrament

Fr. Bryan Sorensen

EAGLE BUTTE—All Saints

Fr. John Paul Trask

SPEARFISH - St. Joseph

Judy Weisgram

FT PIERRE - St. John

Msgr. Michael Woster (VP)

SPEARFISH - St. Joseph

If you own a qualified retirement plan, such as an IRA, 401(k) or
403(b) and would like to make a charitable gift, your family or
your estate might benefit if you update your beneficiary
designation form naming our organization as a beneficiary.
Beneficiary designation gifts may help your heirs avoid paying
income tax on certain inherited assets and may help your estate
avoid estate taxes.
If you have questions about making a beneficiary designation
gift, please contact us. We would be happy to work with you and
answer any questions that you have.
*Please note: The name and image above is representative of a
typical donor and may or may not be an actual donor to our
organization. Since the benefits of each gift may be different, you
should seek the advice of your legal, tax or financial advisor. Be
sure to sign up online to receive a free regular electronic
newsletter at: https://wsdcf.giftlegacy.com/?pageID=36

Catholic Heritage Society
Masses are offered each year for the deceased and living Foundation “planned
giving” donors. Please consider becoming a member of the Catholic Heritage Society
by making a deferred gift to the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation.

2019 Mass Schedule
Parish
Blessed Sacrament
St. Patrick
Holy Rosary Church
St. Anthony
All Saints
St. Isaac Jogues
St. Francis of Assisi
Our Lady of Victory
St. Rose of Lima
Immaculate Conception
Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin
St. Anthony of Padua

CITY
Rapid City
Lead
Pine Ridge - Red Cloud Indian School
Fairfax
Eagle Butte
Rapid City
Sturgis
Kadoka
Hill City
Winner

Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October

Kenel

November

Hot Springs

December
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DATE
1/6/19
2/1/19
3/21/19
4/28/19
5/26/19
6/27/19
7/14/19
8/25/19
9/3/19
10/11/19

TIME
9 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:45 a.m.
8:30 a.m. CT
8 a.m.
12:10 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
11 a.m.
7 a.m.
7:15 a.m.

11/17/19 10:30 a.m. CT
12/1/19

10:30 a.m.

