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WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA CATHOLIC FOUNDATION
St. Joseph’s Preschool, Spearfish, S.D.
Mission: Teaching Children fundamental skills while leading them into a closer Relationship with Christ
By: Mary Garrigan

Preschool Awarded Grant Funds by WSDCF
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Spearfish turned
a parish building that once housed college students into
a preschool serving children ages 3 and up, with a little
help from the Western South Dakota Catholic
Foundation.
The St. Joseph’s Preschool is located in a
renovated house at 844 N. 5th St., across a parking lot
from the church, that used to be the home of the Black
Hills State University Newman Center. When that facility
moved into its new home near the BHSU campus last
year, St. Joseph’s decided to offer a preschool as an
outreach ministry to the parish and the broader
community to help alleviate a shortage of preschools in
the area. The preschool’s mission statement is “to teach
children fundamental skills while leading them into a
growing relationship with Christ and the Church.”
The preschool has a
current capacity for 18
students, 10 in the preK program and 8 in the
3-4 year old
classroom. It opened
its doors in August
2018 offering morning
and afternoon
sessions five days per
week. The 2019-20
term will also offer fullday preschool options,
as well. To register,
visit the website at

St. Joseph’s Preschool

In its first year of operations, Linda Syman, who
has 9 years of preschool experience, was the center’s
sole employee. This year, a second teacher will be
added to the staff.
WSDCF provided a $5,000.00 Grant that helped provide
extensive renovations to the building, including new
windows and new siding, as well as the purchase of
curriculum and other learning tools for the classrooms.
WSDCF Board President Tony Berendse helped
facilitate the donation of paint from Sherwin Williams to
get the school painted.

St. Joseph’s Preschool

www.stjosephspreschool.com or call the parish office at
605-642-2306.
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Joyfully, Boldly and Lovingly Proclaiming & Living the Mission of Jesus Christ
Estate Planning: Building the Body of Christ!

7thAnnual

“Every Christian has a mission to build up the Body of Christ,
the Church.” This is the challenge presented to the Diocese of
Rapid City in the Diocesan Priority Plan. We take this mission
very seriously. The specific work of the Western S.D. Catholic
Foundation is to seek out those willing to provide financial
support in the form of a life gift, which is a gift made at death
through a donor’s estate. Qualified financial professionals work
as volunteers for the Western S.D. Catholic Foundation to help
individuals review their estate and provide suggestions about
how to leave a gift to a ministry of their choice. The Western
SD Catholic Foundation will invest and use the funds per your
instructions. Over the past 20 years, through the generous
gifts people have given in their estates, the Foundation has
distributed millions of dollars to many Catholic ministries
across western South Dakota, including: The Diocese of Rapid
City, Catholic Social Services, Casa Maria Priest Retirement
Home, Office of Vocations, Red Cloud Indian School, Rapid
City Catholic School System, St. Francis Mission, Terra
Sancta Retreat Center, Standing Rock Ministry, Priest
Retirement & Aid Association, Cheyenne River Ministries,
Sioux Spiritual Center, St. Vincent de Paul Societies and
Newman Centers. Your donations help these ministries
extend God’s compassion and mercy through the corporal
works of mercy to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless,
clothe the naked, visit the sick and imprisoned, give alms to
the poor; & the spiritual works of mercy to instruct, advise,
console, comfort, and forgive. Monsignor Michael Woster
sums it up as “your last sacrificial gift is a symbol and sign of
what has been important in your Christian life. “ Please contact
us at 605-721-6843 or visit our website at https://wsdcf.org/

Bishop’s
Fishing Tournament

Benefitting Seminarian Education
Photos by Markus Erk

Thank you to
everyone who donated
time, silent auction
items, and funds to the
7th Annual Bishop’s
Fishing Tournament.
Your generosity raised
over $10,000 for
seminarian education.

Team members Bishop Gruss, Darren Gebes, Rex Gebes & Jason
Sorenson reeled in 11 fish to win the most fish caught. Stephen
Gebes sold over $1,000 raffle tickets for seminarian education. Greg
Bohls, Bob Munsell and Bob Morcom of St. Joseph, Spearfish,
caught 9.05 pounds of walleye to win the Parish Challenge.

Executive Board Members
James Weaver and Myron Lefor caught the largest walleye = 4.30
pounds. Lonny Hofer, Jim Kinyon, Elizabeth Hofer and Tyler Haddix
caught 2nd place with 6.15 pounds of walleye. Seminarian, Andrew
Sullivan, addressed and thanked the crowd during the awards dinner.

Brett Blasius
Tony Berendse (P)
Dodie Brown
Patrick Goetzinger
Bonnie Hilt (S)
Fr. Timothy Hoag
Jim Hulm
Timothy Johns
Harvey Krautschun (T)
Greg Schweiss
Fr. Bryan Sorensen
Fr. John Paul Trask
Judy Weisgram
Msgr. Michael Woster (VP)

Fellow seminarians, Jesse Willis, Max Vetch and Joshua Lee
provided presentations about their experiences the past year and
thanked the parishioners
Thank you to everyone
who provided time,
of the Diocese of Rapid
City for their prayers
treasure & prayers to
and support.
make this day possible.
A very special thank you
to the parishioners of
Adoration for Vocations
the host parish, St. John
was held during the
the Evangelist Church,
day. After a day of
Fort Pierre, for the
fishing, Bishop Gruss
generosity & hospitality.
celebrated Mass.
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WALL - St. Patrick
RAPID CITY - St. Therese
RAPID CITY - Blessed Sacrament
RAPID CITY - OLPH Cathedral
RAPID CITY - OLPH Cathedral
RAPID CITY - Blessed Sacrament
TIMBER LAKE - Holy Cross
LEAD - St. Patrick
SPEARFISH - St. Joseph
RAPID CITY - Blessed Sacrament
EAGLE BUTTE—All Saints
EAGLE BUTTE—All Saints
FT PIERRE - St. John
SPEARFISH - St. Joseph

FINANCIAL PLANNING: CHOOSING AN EXECUTOR FOR YOUR WILL

mismanagement or the appointment of an in-state agent.

By: Crescendo Interactive: Planned Giving Marketing Solutions

Also, keep in mind that if the person you choose needs help
settling your estate, he or she can always call on an expert,
like an attorney or tax accountant, to guide them through the
process. If your executor chooses to do so, your estate will
cover any costs involved.

An executor is the person or institution that will be in charge of
administering your estate and carrying out your final wishes.
Choosing an executor is one of the most important decisions
when preparing a will.
A good executor can help ensure the prompt and
accurate distribution of your possessions with
minimal problems. Some of the required duties
include: filing court papers to start the probate
process; managing your estate's assets; using
your estate's funds to pay debts, taxes and bills;
handling details like terminating credit cards and
providing notice of death to banks and
government agencies, like the Social Security
Administration and the U.S. Post Office;
preparing and filing final income tax returns; and
distributing assets to the beneficiaries named in
the will.

If you don't have a friend or relative you feel
comfortable selecting, you could name a third
party executor like a bank, trust company or a
professional who has experience administering
estates. If you need help locating a professional,
the National Association of Estate Planners and
Councils and the National Academy of Elder Law
Attorneys have great resources and provide
directories on their websites to help you select an
executor.
Executor Fees
Often times, family members and close friends who are also
beneficiaries will agree to serve as executor for free. But, if
you opt for a third-party executor, your estate will have to pay
the third-party's fee. Each state has laws that govern how an
executor is paid – either based on a percentage of the estate,
a flat fee or an hourly rate.

Given all this responsibility, the ideal candidate should be
someone who is honest, dependable, well-organized, good
with paperwork and vigilant about meeting deadlines.
Whom to Choose
Most people's first inclination is to name a family member,
especially a spouse or child, as executor. If, however, you do
not have an obvious family member to choose, you may want
to ask a trusted friend. Be sure to choose someone in good
health and younger than you who will be able to carry out your
plans.

Get Approval
Make sure to ask the executor you have chosen if he or she is
okay with serving as your executor before naming that
individual in your will. Once you have made your choice, go
over the financial details in your will with that person and let
him or her know where you keep all your important documents
and financial information.

If your executor of choice lives in a different state, you may
want to talk to an attorney to see if your state's laws impose
any special requirements. Some states require an out-of-state
executor to be a family member or a beneficiary while others
may require a bond to protect your heirs in case of

WSDCF awards $5,000 grant to help
Playground Dream become a Reality at
Our Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont.
On July 14, 2019, Gene Albrecht’s
family gathered to witness the
blessing of the playground
located at Lady of the Black Hills
in Piedmont.
Gene Albrecht passed away in
December 2017. He was a longstanding member, since 1966, of
St. Mary’s Catholic Church of
Piedmont. In the interest of
supporting the expanding parish
membership, and on behalf of St.
Mary’s, he was one of the
members that helped to acquire
the acreage, and support the
building of the newly founded Our
Lady of the Black Hills.
The Gene Albrecht family made a

contribution, in his memory,
to build the playground.
Additional contributions
were provided by the
parishioners of Our Lady of
the Black Hills. In 2017, the
Western S.D. Catholic
Foundation awarded a
$5,000 grant to help build
the playground on the parish
grounds. Fr. Wyrostek
officially opened the
playground with a blessing
on Sunday, July 14, 2019.
The playground includes
picnic tables, slides and a
volleyball net to welcome
families and encourage
them to enjoy time outside.

Gene Albrecht family members joined Fr. Wyrostek on Sunday,
July 14, 2019, for the playground blessing. Picture (l-r): Grant
Albrecht, Kristie Berg, Holly Kopplin, Lois Oetker, Melana Howe,
Kim Peterson, Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek. (Not pictured: Sally Dodge)
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Bishop’s Golf Classic

Bishop’s Fishing for Seminarians

Bishop’s Hunt for Seminarians

Monday, September 21, 2019

Thank you for your support!

September 24-25, 2019

REMEMBER GOD’S WILL IN YOURS
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