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Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation 

John Lemke of Dupree may be the newest member of the 

Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation’s Board of Directors, but 

his history with WSDCF goes back nearly 20 years. 

Lemke first served on the foundation board when the 

Congregation of Priests of the Sacred Heart (SCJ) were making 

plans to leave the Cheyenne River Reservation and turn all of its 

Catholic parishes over to diocesan control. 

“I got involved with the transition team when the SCJ priests 

were leaving the community up here – nearly 20 years ago now,” 

Lemke said. He was among the Deanery 5 representatives on 

WSDCF until the board reorganized from 48 members to 15 

members in 2017.  He was officially re-appointed to the smaller 

board at the foundation’s 2019 annual meeting in November.  

Born and raised in the Dupree area, and baptized by one of 

the early SCJ priests to serve on the reservation, Lemke sees 

himself as a steward of the $4 million endowment fund that the order 

left behind when it departed.  SCJ priests first arrived on Cheyenne 

River in 1938 and officially left in 2004, according to diocesan 

historians.  

Lemke, along with Fr. John Hatcher, SJ, and the late 

Monsignor William O’Connell, was part of task force that put a dollar 

value on what the SCJ order was contributing financially to parishes 

on Cheyenne River. “We went back 10 years, averaged the budgets 

and determined the SCJ contribution,” he recalled. As a result, the 

diocese and the SCJ priests reached an agreement that the order 

would fully fund a $4 million restricted endowment fund that would 

earn an average of 6 percent interest and yield approximately 

$240,000 annually for the future needs of the parishes.  

Today, Lemke’s home parish of Sacred Heart Church in 

Dupree, along with seven other reservation parishes, benefit from 

that endowment fund, which will help meet costs in perpetuity.  

Among the in grants awarded by the WSDCF for fiscal year 

2021 was $250,000 to the Cheyenne River Pastoral Center, 

headquartered at All Saints Catholic Church in Eagle Butte, but also 

serving mission parishes at Dupree, Promise, White Horse, 

Ridgeview, Bridger, Red Scaffold and Cherry Creek. That grant 

helps pay the salaries of two priests, a fulltime parish secretary and 

other general operating expenses.  

Lemke, a former credit officer for the Cheyenne River Sioux 

Tribe, spent 21 years as a board member of the Sacred Heart 

Center, a domestic violence shelter in Eagle Butte, before becoming 

the Sacred Heart business manager six years ago. He understands 

the challenges of fundraising in low-income areas like western South 

Dakota.   In 2016, Ziebach County, where Dupree is located, was the 

fourth poorest county in America with a poverty rate of nearly 44 

percent. (US Census 2018).   The Sacred Heart priests, who have a 

successful direct mail fundraising operation, also help fund the 

domestic violence shelter and a youth residential treatment facility in 

Eagle Butte, along with the St. Joseph Indian School in Chamberlain.  

While the parishes hold annual fundraisers, such as church 

bazaars, only four of the 8 parishes even come close to meeting their 

own operating costs.  Lemke is part of a diocesan task force led by 

Fr. Michel Mulloy that is looking at ways to improve efficiencies for 

parishes in northwestern South Dakota, while still maintaining basic 

sacramental and pastoral ministries that families like the Lemkes 

count on.  

John and Judy Lemke’s oldest son, Duane, joined the 

Priests of the Sacred Heart as a SCJ brother 22 years ago. A 

daughter is a Catholic school teacher in Yankton and another son is 

an agronomist in Dupree. All seven of their grandchildren are active 

and involved in the church, a blessing that Lemke traces back to his 

own parents, particularly his mother’s strong Catholic faith.  “Dad 

was not Catholic, but I would say Dad was maybe the better 

Christian of the two,” he said.  

               As a WSDCF board member, Lemke wants to see the 

Catholic Church thrive on Cheyenne River through more outreach 

and involvement with both the native and non-native people there. 

“You can’t have people come to you if you don’t go out to them,” he 

believes. 
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Annual Golf Classic Champions 
The 6

th
 Annual Western South Dakota Bishop’s Golf Classic was 

again a great success.  Tim Henderson, Executive Director of 

the WSDCF presented the championship team of Jon Schaack, 

Steve Miller, Rob Sage, and Fr. Adam Hofer the trophy and a 

check for $1,000.  The crew from Blessed Sacrament shot a 57 

to earn their second consecutive Golf Classic tournament 

victory! 

Members of the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation Board of Directors gathered at Terra Sancta on November 

21, 2019 for their Annual Board Meeting.   

The Board of Directors held an extensive discussion of the FY20 grant 

proposals and awards.  Once again, the WSDCF used the investment 

returns from its restricted and unrestricted endowment funds, which 

totaled $19.9 million.  This resulted in grant awards totaling $846,460 

being made to Priest Retirement, Casa Maria, Cheyenne River 

Ministries, Catholic Social Services, RC Catholic School System, 

Vocations, Sioux Spiritual Center, St. Francis Fund, St. Vincent de Paul, 

St. Anthony Hot Springs Community Meals, Standing Rock,  Diocese of 

RC, Blessed Sacrament/St. Rose of Lima, Our Lady of Sacred Heart, 

Martin.  The Distribution Committee of the Board will be meeting soon to 

assess if any additional one-time funds will be utilized for additional 

grant awards during this grant cycle. 

The WSDCF Development Committee has been active in its work to make 

connections throughout the Diocese.  A well-attended End of Life Seminar was hosted 

at Blessed Sacrament on November 16, 2019.  Foundation Sundays and Estate 

Planning Seminars are being scheduled for the next few months in an effort to spread 

the good word about ways to build the capacity of our Foundation and to help the 

ministries we serve.  Wall, Hot Springs, Timber Lake, and Rapid City are possible 

venues being planned for the first half of 2020.    

The Board recognized Dodie Brown, Rapid City and Timothy Johns, Lead for their 

years of service and welcomed two new members to the Board of Directors, John 

Lemke, Dupree and Fr. Tyler Dennis, Martin.  The insights and efforts of our Board 

members are critical to the ability our WSDCF to providing resources to meet the 

needs of future generations of Catholics in Western South Dakota. 

WSDCF Annual Board of Directors Meeting 

2020 Board Members 

Name City-Parish 

Tony Berendse (P) ...... Rapid City - Our Lady of the BH 

Brett Blasius ......................................... Wall - St Patrick  

Fr. Tyler Dennis ........Martin - Our Lady of Sacred Heart 

Patrick Goetzinger ........... Rapid City - OLPH Cathedral 

Bonnie Hilt (S) ................. Rapid City - OLPH Cathedral 

Fr. Tim Hoag ............... Rapid City - Blessed Sacrament 

Jim Hulm ............................... Timber Lake - Holy Cross 

Harvey Krautschun (T) ................ Spearfish - St Joseph 

John Lemke ............................... Dupree - Sacred Heart 

Fr. Michel Mulloy ............. Rapid City - OLPH Cathedral 

Greg Schweiss ............ Rapid City - Blessed Sacrament  

Fr Bryan Sorenson .................... Eagle Butte - All Saints 

Fr John Paul Trask .................... Eagle Butte - All Saints  

Judy Weisgram ................................ Ft Pierre - St. John 

Msgr Michael Woster (VP)........... Spearfish - St Joseph 



 

 

3 

PARISH CITY Month DATE Month TIME 

St Patrick  Wall January Sun  Jan 12th January 8:00 AM 

St James  Edgemont February Sun Feb 9th February 5:00 PM 

Cathedral  OLPH  Rapid City  March Sun March 15th March 5:30 PM 

Sacred Heart Dupree April Sun April 19th  April 8:00 AM 

Our Lady of the Black Hills  Piedmont May Sun May 10th May 8:00 AM 

St John the Evangelist Ft Pierre June Sun June 14th  June 10:00 AM 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Martin  July Sun July 12th  July 8:00 AM 

St Joseph Spearfish  August Sun Aug 9th  August 8:00 AM 

St Patrick  Lead September Sun Sept 13th  September 10:00 AM 

St Joseph Gregory  October Sun Oct 11th  October 10:30 AM 

St Francis of Assisi Sturgis  November Sun Nov 15th  November 8:30 AM 

St Therese Rapid City  December Sun Dec 13th December 9:00 AM 

Harold and Jeanne wanted to leave a legacy gift that would 

support our mission and ensure that we remain financially 

strong well into the  future. 

Harold: Jeanne and I have always felt a strong connection 

to Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation and their 

work. Over the years we have seen the organization grow 

and help so many people. We wanted to make sure they 

have the means to continue to grow for years to come.  

Jeanne: We talked to our investment advisor about plan-

ning goals and explained that we wanted to support 

WSDCF. Our advisor suggested a simple solution — nam-

ing WSDCF as a beneficiary of one of our mutual funds. 

Marcus, Harold and Jeanne’s investment advisor, suggest-

ed that Harold and Jeanne use a “TOD” or “transferable on 

death”  form. Marcus explained that because Harold and 

Jeanne jointly owned the account, the TOD beneficiary 

designation form would ensure that they can benefit from 

the mutual fund during their joint lives, that the survivor of 

the two of them would continue to own the mutual fund for 

the rest of the survivor’s life and that after both pass away, 

the mutual fund would be transferred to WSDCF. Marcus 

provided the proper TOD beneficiary designation form, and 

Harold and Jeanne were easily able to complete the paper-

work before leaving his office.  

Jeanne: We really liked Marcus’s idea Making a TOD gift 

was simple to set up and will let us continue to use the mu-

tual fund to  meet our needs in retirement.  

Harold: I like knowing that if I pass away, Jeanne will have 

enough to meet her needs. We both like knowing that the 

Foundation will receive the mutual fund after both of us 

pass away. We couldn't be happier with our giving strategy. 

Is a transferable on death (TOD) right for you?  

If you own stocks, bonds or mutual funds and would like to 

make a gift to leave a legacy and support WSDCF consider 

a transfer on death gifting strategy.  

Please note: The names above are representative of a typical donor and 

may or may not be an actual donor to our organization. Since the benefits 

of a TOD gift may differ depending on your personal circumstances, 

please consult with your legal, tax or financial advisor.  

Transferable on Death (TOD) Gifts 



Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation 
PO Box 984 
Rapid City, SD 57709-0984 

Non-Profit 
US Postage 

PAID 
Rapid City, SD 

Permit No. 618 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Bishop’s  

Fishing Tournament  

June 12, 2020 

Bishop’s      

Golf Classic  

TBD 

Bishop’s  

Hunt  

TBD 

Bishop’s Golf Classic 

 

Bishop’s Hunt Bishop’s Fishing Tournament 


