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WSDCF Grant Helps Martin Parish

as wedding receptions and other parish
gatherings.

Like so many things postponed by the Covid-19
pandemic, the flooring replacement project at Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart Church in Martin is still
in the planning phase.

“We want to offer a place that is welcoming and
inviting to all those who enter. The completion of
this project will provide that welcoming and
inviting atmosphere and show how much we care
for our church,” the grant application said.

by Mary Garrigan

But thanks in part to a grant from the Western
South Dakota Catholic Foundation this year, the
parish hall in the church basement should be
sporting new carpet tiles in the near future,
according to Altar Society President Joan Risse.

Risse is a lifelong member of the parish where her
father, the late Lawrence Kocer, served as a
permanent deacon. She’s grateful to WSDCF for
its past grant awards, including a grant that
helped the parish install a restroom on the main
floor of the church.

Risse, who serves on the parish finance
committee, says the Altar Society is also
committed to the project.
“We want to do it in the near future,” Risse said.
“The Altar Society will be donating to the project,
too, but during Covid-19, we just haven’t been
meeting.” Until social distancing restrictions are
lifted and parishes emerge from Covid-19
closures, the project will be delayed, she said.
When completed, the flooring replacement project
will cover the social/fellowship hall in carpet
square tiles. Another large classroom area that is
used for additional seating as needed, will also
get carpeting to improve acoustics. New flooring
is badly needed, Risse said. The church, built in
1976, is more than 40 years old and this is only
the third replacement of carpet in the fellowship
hall. The space is used frequently each week for
parish gatherings, Sunday coffee and rolls, CCD
meals and classes, meals following Rosaries,
Stations of the Cross, wakes and funerals, as well
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Welcome Father Tyler Dennis to the Board of Directors
Fr. Tyler Dennis, the newest member of the Western South Dakota
Catholic Foundation Board of Directors, grew up on a ranch in Red Owl,
S.D., and in the small, rural parish of St. Anthony’s Catholic Church. His
parents and two brothers, along with their families, continue to live on the
ranch and worship in St. Anthony’s, which is served by priests from Faith.
Fr. Tyler felt called to the priesthood from a young age and, after
graduating from high school in Wall, he attended Immaculate Heart of
Mary Seminary on the campus of St. Mary’s University of Minnesota in
Winona, MN. He graduated with a BA in philosophy and Spanish in 2003.
He completed his Master of Arts and Master of Divinity degrees at St.
Paul Seminary School of Divinity on the campus of the University of St.
Thomas in the Twin Cities before being ordained a priest by Cardinal
Cupich in 2009.

Since his ordination eleven years ago, Fr. Tyler has served as parochial
vicar at the parishes of Cathedral of Our Lady of a Perpetual Help in Rapid
City, Blessed Sacrament in Rapid City, St. Rose of Lima in Hill City, Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel in Keystone, St. Joseph in Spearfish, St. Paul in Belle
Fourche, and Our Lady, Star of the Sea in Newel. He currently serves the parishes of Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart in Martin, Our Lady of Victory in Kadoka, and St. Patrick in Wall.
Apart from these responsibilities, Fr. Tyler is the Director of Rural Life for the Diocese of Rapid City
and chairman of the Committee for the Continuing Formation for Priests. He is Vice Chair on the boards for
the Priest Retirement and Aid Association and the Priest Pension Fund. He is assigned as advocate and an
auditor for the Diocesan marriage tribunal. Additionally, he has served on the Presbyterial Council and the
Diocesan Social Justice Commission. In February of 2020, he completed his course work and was certified
as a Spiritual Director through the Institute for Priestly Formation. His favorite pastime is fly fishing, and, when
weather is cooperative, he can regularly be found harassing trout in Rapid Creek. He hopes to be a strong
advocate for rural communities on the WSDCF Board.

2020 Board Members
Name

City-Parish

Tony Berendse (P)............ Rapid City –Our Lady of the BH
Brett Blasius............................................... Wall– St Patrick
Fr. Tyler Dennis .......... Martin — Our Lady of Sacred Heart
Patrick Goetzinger ................ Rapid City—OLPH Cathedral
Bonnie Hilt (S) ..................... Rapid City—OLPH Cathedral
Fr. Tim Hoag ..................... Rapid City– Blessed Sacrament
Jim Hulm .................................... Timber Lake—Holy Cross
Harvey Krautschun (T) ...................Spearfish — St Joseph
John Lemke .................................. Dupree — Sacred Heart
Fr. Michel Mulloy................. Rapid City — OLPH Cathedral
Greg Schweiss................. Rapid City—Blessed Sacrament
Fr Bryan Sorenson........................ Eagle Butte —All Saints
Fr John Paul Trask ...................... Eagle Butte — All Saints
Judy Weisgram ................................... Ft Pierre — St. John
Msgr Michael Woster (VP) .............Spearfish — St Joseph
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Bequests
Joe and Anna have been faithful supporters of our
organization. They believe it is important to help further
our mission.

Planned Giving tab for tools you can use to work on
your estate planning or wills. You will see how easy it is
to include a bequest in your will or trust.

Joe: Anna and I believe the Western South Dakota
Catholic Foundation is truly helping others. It is
important to us to partner with them to make a
difference. That is why we have made several gifts over
the years.

Please feel free to give this information to your attorney.
If he or she has any questions, please contact us.

Anna: But we wanted to do more than just make gifts.
Joe and I have been careful and have been able to save
enough for retirement. We plan to be generous with
family, but we also have the ability to be generous with
charity.

Joe: After talking it over, we decided to leave a bequest
in each of our wills. Our attorney took the simple
language available from the organization and included a
nice bequest in my will as well as Anna's. We are
delighted that we will be helping others through these
gifts.

Please note: The names above are representative of a typical donor
and may or may not be an actual donor to our organization. Since
your benefits may be different, please consult with your legal, tax or
financial advisor.

Is a charitable bequest right for you?
We have resources that will help you learn more about
bequests. Please visit www.wsdcf.org and click on the

These financial professionals understand life gifts and products that are suitable for their clients.
They also have the background for including the WSDCF as an option. We appreciate them!
Name
Ken Beer
Teresa Biggs
Mark DiSanto
J.D. Henderson
Larry Kennison
Myron Mann
Leisa Nash
Paul Sedlacek
Matthew Sleep
Scott Odenbach
Jon Pochop
Brett Blasius
Joe Gittings
Joan Risse
Sam Flakus
John Lemke
Cassie Mollman
Lynn Waddell

Parish

Deanery

Rapid City — Blessed Sacrament
Rapid City — St Therese
Rapid City — Blessed Sacrament
Rapid City — Immaculate Conception
Rapid City — Blessed Sacrament
Box Elder — St Therese
Piedmont — Our Lady of the Black Hills
Rapid City — OLPH
Rapid City — OLPH
Spearfish
Spearfish
Wall
Phillip
Martin
Gregory
Dupree
McIntosh
Bison
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Occupation
Insurance
CPA
Ins/Fin. Planning
Ins/Fin. Planning
Financial Advisor
Ins/Fin Planning
Inv/Fin. Planning
Attorney
VP/Wealth Management
Attorney
Financial Advisor
Banker
Insurance
Banker
Banker
Financial Advisor
CPA
Investment Advisor
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Bishop’s Golf Classic

Rapid City, SD
Permit No. 618

Bishop’s Hunt

Bishop’s Fishing Tournament

SAVE THE DATE
Bishop’s

Bishop’s

Bishop’s

Golf Classic

Hunt

Fishing Tournament

September 14, 2020

October 1-2, 2020

Postponed summer 2020

